     Welcome to the first year of Amphibious Operations training.  It has been designed by professionals, and will be taught by Navy Assault Boat Craftmasters and crews.  It should be an exciting time for all who attend, as you will be making Sea Cadet history.  The boats are now a regular training asset of the US Naval Sea Cadet Corps, Region 4-1 and will continue to serve CTC Midwest.  You will be required to wear a PFD (personal floatation device) when ever near the water or onboard our vessels.  There are other regulations you will be required to comply with as well, but our safety regulations come with a ZERO tolerance for violations.  This will be the quickest way home from this school.
     It is hoped you will enjoy this training; it is a very detailed course dealing with a serious way of delivering men and materials to the beach that the Navy has looked away from the "heavy" aspect of it to LCAC air cushion and lighter faster boats.  But if history is any kind of a teacher, this type of operation will return as defenses against these more lightly armed and armored craft develop.  But the training without the history of amphibious operations is worthwhile if only for the beach dynamics.
     We hope you will enjoy this training and take what you have learned back to your shipmates.
 
                                                                    Captain P.N. Thompson, USMM
                                                                       Commanding Officer

